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Lord Burnham, but failed (He was away in country). So then I
left it for him, with an explanation.
I don't read the paper,1 so I don't know on what date it
appeared: judging from the two enclosed, it must have been last
month. I don't like writing to ask when, because it would show
that I don't every day lap up the food he offers. I take it the
cheque was sent me for their convenience: and because I forgot
to give them your address. I wish I had got it sooner, & that I
had noted the day on which the article appeared.
IVe signed the effort (the cheque) to facilitate your cashing it.
I believe that is how things are done.
A sentence in your 3rd-letter-from-the-last troubles me: it con-
cerns those beastly carpets. Has Mrs. Newcombe understood
that carpet No, i. is her commission for retrieving them from
Arab Bureau?
Carpet No. ii. is my instalment of wedding present, pending
the receipt of a new fortune from some unspecified but overdue
quarter,                                                                                  E.L.
Pour les Irish: only one horrid word
Tou can't make war upon rebellion.                                     L.
[It was the newspaper campaign against the scandal of our
Mesopotamian administration, with its cry of 'Evacuate Meso-
potamia7 made popular by the slump and the call for economy,
rather than any desire to do justice to the Arabs, or to redeem our
broken promises to them, which led Lloyd George to reverse the
British policy in Mesopotamia for which, as Prime Minister,
he had been responsible.
As early as June 9th, Colonel A. T. Wilson had telegraphed:
We must be prepared to furnish alike men and money
and maintain continuity of control for years to come. We
must be prepared, regardless of the League of Nations, to
go very slowly with constitutional or democratic institu-
tions ... If His Majesty's Government regard such a policy
as impracticable or beyond our strength, they would do
better to face the alternative ... and evacuate Mesopotamia,
1 The Dally Telegraph article appeared on October soth, 1920, under Lawrence's name
by mistake^ it was really by Newcombe.